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Lesson 1: History of Segregated Schools
Overview: The activities in this lesson will gives students the necessary background information
that lead to the groundbreaking Supreme Court‟s ruling on Brown v. Board of Education of
Topeka in 1954.
Grade level: Grades 6-8
Subject(s): Social Studies; Literacy: Reading Language Arts; English Language Arts
Goal: Use primary sources to understand the impact of Jim Crow laws on the U.S. school
system.
Time Required: 30-40 minutes
Materials/Resources
*“Observe, Reflect, Question” graphic organizer
* Kurland, Phillip B. “Landmark Briefs and Arguments of the Supreme Court of the United
States: Constitutional Law.” 1975. http://www.loc.gov/exhibits/brown/images/br0003s.jpg
* NAACP Records. “African American School House.” 1938.
http://www.loc.gov/exhibits/brown/images/br0026as.jpg
* Lee, Russell. “White school near Southeast Missouri Farm.” 1938.
http://www.loc.gov/pictures/item/fsa2000012442/PP/
* Wolcott, Marion Post , 1938, “White” school house Chaplin, Scotts Run, West Virginia.
http://www.loc.gov/pictures/item/fsa1998011445/PP/
*Block, Herbert. “One Nation – Indivisible.” February 22, 1977.
http://www.loc.gov/pictures/item/00652246/
Standards addressed (Common Core & ILS)
RH.6-8.2 – Determine the central ideas or information of a primary or secondary source; provide
an accurate summary of the source distinct from prior knowledge or opinions.
W.7.1 and W.8.1 – Write arguments to support claims with clear reasons and relevant evidence.
3.C.3a – Compose persuasive writings for a specified audience.
14.A.3 – Describe how responsibilities are shared and limited by the U.S. Constitution and
significant court decisions.
16.D.2c – Describe the influence of key individuals and groups in the historical eras of the U.S.
Essential Question(s)
What impact did Jim Crow laws have on schools?
What impact did the Supreme Court‟s decisions have on schools?
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Preparation
Background information: Schools in the U.S. were segregated until the Supreme Court ruled that
segregated school were unconstitutional. The 1896 Supreme Court case of Plessy v. Ferguson
stated that as long as facilities were “equal”, facilities that separated whites and blacks were
lawful. The NAACP began challenging the “separate but equal” doctrine in the 1930‟s. It wasn‟t
until 1954 that the Supreme Court ruled racially segregated schools are “inherently unequal”. A
year later the Court outlined a plan for implementing desegregation in the schools “with all
deliberate speed”.
-Copies of the Observe, Reflect, Question graphic organizer for student pairs
-Copies of all primary sources for student pairs
Procedure
1.) Pair students up, or allow students to choose their own partner.
2.) Distribute primary source packets and graphic organizers to student pairs.
3.) Inform students that they will work in pairs to analyze various photographs using the
Observe, Reflect, Question graphic organizer. Explain that the statements/questions listed are
simply a guide. (5 minutes)
4.) Allow students to view and analyze the photographs in the primary source packet. Circulate
around the room to assist students who may have questions, and monitor to ensure students stay
on task. (10 minutes)
5.) Take about 5-10 minutes to have students share their responses from the graphic organizer.
6.) Distribute discussion question sheet (short answer). Have students complete the question
sheet. (10-15 minutes)
Assessment
Write a persuasive letter to the head of a school district about why schools should be integrated.
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Observe
Describe what you see.
What do you notice first?
What in the picture looks strange or
unfamiliar?
What place(s) does the picture show?
What, if any, words do you see?

Reflect
Why do you think the photograph was
taken?
Who do you think the audience was for
the photograph?
What does the photograph tell you about
time period?
If this photograph was taken today, what
would be different? What would be the
same?

Question
What do you wonder about…
Who?
What?
When?
Where?
Why?
How?
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Title: Landmark Briefs and Arguments of the Supreme Court of the United States: Constitutional Law
Creator: Phillip B. Kurland
Year: 1975
URL: http://www.loc.gov/exhibits/brown/images/br0003s.jpg
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Title: African American School House near Summerville, South Carolina
Creator: NAACP Records, 1938
URL: http://www.loc.gov/exhibits/brown/images/br0026as.jpg
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Title: White school near Southeast Missouri Farm
Creator: Lee, Russell (1938)
URL: http://www.loc.gov/pictures/item/fsa2000012442/PP/
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Title: “White” school house Chaplin, Scotts Run, West Virginia
Creator: Wolcott, Marion Post (1938)
URL: http://www.loc.gov/pictures/item/fsa1998011445/PP/
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Title: One Nation - Indivisible
Creator: Herbert Block, February 22, 1977
URL: http://www.loc.gov/pictures/item/00652246/
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Lesson 2: Little Rock Nine and Central High
Overview: Students will further learn about how the Supreme Court‟s ruling on “separate but
equal” affected the integration of Central High School in Little Rock, Arkansas.
Grade level: Grades 6-8
Subject(s): Social Studies; Literacy: Reading Language Arts; English Language Arts
Goal: Use primary sources to understand the impact of Jim Crow laws on the U.S. school
system.
Time Required: 40 minutes
Materials/Resources
*“I See, I Know, I Wonder” graphic organizer
* Little Rock Nine video from www.history.com
* Ebony Magazine. “Escorted by Federal troops, „Little Rock Nine‟ enter front door of Central
High School.” Jan. 1958. http://www.loc.gov/pictures/item/2002715023/
* “Troops block Negro students at school.” New York World-Telegram & Sun Photograph Collection.
1957. http://www.loc.gov/pictures/item/00649675/
* Bledsoe, John T. “Little Rock, 1959. Rally at state capitol. August 20, 1959.”
http://www.loc.gov/pictures/item/2003654385/
* Bledsoe, John T. “Little Rock, 1959. Mob marching from capitol to Central High. 1959.”
http://www.loc.gov/pictures/item/2003654358/
* Bate, Daisy. “Daisy Bates to Roy Wilkins, December 12, 1957 on the treatment of the Little
Rock Nine”. 1957. http://memory.loc.gov/mss/mssmisc/ody/ody0918a/0918a001v.jpg
* Bate, Daisy. “Daisy Bates to Roy Wilkins, December 12, 1957 on the treatment of the Little
Rock Nine”. 1957. http://memory.loc.gov/mss/mssmisc/ody/ody0918a/0918a002r.jpg
Standards addressed (Common Core & ILS)
RH.6-8.2 – Determine the central ideas or information of a primary or secondary source; provide
an accurate summary of the source distinct from prior knowledge or opinions.
W.7.1 and W.8.1 – Write arguments to support claims with clear reasons and relevant evidence.
14.A.3 – Describe how responsibilities are shared and limited by the U.S. Constitution and
significant court decisions.
16.D.2c – Describe the influence of key individuals and groups in the historical eras of the U.S.
Essential Question(s)
What impact did Jim Crow laws have on schools?
What impact did the Supreme Court‟s decisions have on schools?
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Preparation
Background information: The desegregation of Central High School in Little Rock, Arkansas in
1957 outraged many white citizens, one of whom was Gov. Oval Faubus. There were nine
African-American students chosen to be the first group of students to integrate the school. Their
obstacles thrust them into the history. They became known as the “Little Rock Nine”.
-Copies of the I See, I Know, I Wonder graphic organizer for students
-Power Point slideshow of primary sources (optional)
-Copies of letter to Roy Wilkins from Daisy Bates
-Article from http://pbskids.org/wayback/civilrights/features_school.html (or print outs of article)
Procedure
1.) Distribute and explain the graphic organizer to students. (2 minutes)
2.) Inform students that they will examine various photographs related to the integration of
Central High using the I See, I Know, I Wonder graphic organizer. (6 minutes)
3.) Students will turn and talk with a neighbor on their findings. Then teacher will call on
students to share their responses with the class. (5-7 minutes)
4.) Student will read the passage “On the Front Lines with the Little Rock 9” from
www.pbskids.org/wayback/civilrights/features_school.html. (5 minutes)
5.) Distribute discussion question sheet (short answer). Have students complete the question
sheet. (10-15 minutes)
6.) Student will share their responses with the class. (5 minutes)
7.) Distribute the letter to Roy Wilkins from Daisy Bates. Have students begin reading the letter
and point out the struggles that students were facing even in December of 1957.
*Be sure to point out to students that the time that has passed since the Supreme Court ruling
(1954) and the integration of Central High School (1957).
Assessment/Homework
Create a journal entry from the perspective of one of the students chosen to integrate Central
High School about their experience at school.
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“I see, I know, I wonder”
Image

What do you see in the photos? What
stands out to you?

What do you know from the photos? What do you wonder about the photos? What
questions come to mind?

#1

#2

#3

#4

#5
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Title: Escorted by Federal troops, “Little Rock Nine” enter front door of Central High School
URL: http://www.loc.gov/pictures/item/2002715023/
Date: Jan. 1958
Creator: Ebony Magazine
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Title: Troops block Negro students at school
URL: http://www.loc.gov/pictures/item/00649675/
Date: 1957
Creator: New York World-Telegram & Sun Photograph Collection
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Title: Little Rock, 1959. Rally at state capitol
URL: http://www.loc.gov/pictures/item/2003654385/
Date: August 20, 1959
Creator: John T. Bledsoe
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Title: Little Rock, 1959. Mob marching from capitol to Central High
URL: http://www.loc.gov/pictures/item/2003654358/
Date: 1959
Creator: John T. Bledsoe
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Name ______________________________

Room/Grade _______

Little Rock Nine Discussion Questions
Directions: Answer the following questions regarding the Little Rock Nine passage.
1.) Why do you think white students and parents reacted so strongly to African-Americans
attending Central High?
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
2.) Why were soldiers required to accompany the students to school?
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
3.) How do you think the African-American students at Central High School coped with constant
harassment and threats to their lives? What do you think you would have done if you were one of
the Little Rock Nine?
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
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Title: Daisy Bates to Roy Wilkins, December 12, 1957 on the treatment of the Little Rock Nine
URL: http://memory.loc.gov/mss/mssmisc/ody/ody0918a/0918a001v.jpg
Date: 1957
Creator: Daisy Bates
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Title: Daisy Bates to Roy Wilkins, December 12, 1957 on the treatment of the Little Rock Nine
URL: http://memory.loc.gov/mss/mssmisc/ody/ody0918a/0918a002r.jpg
Date: 1957
Creator: Daisy Bates
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Lesson 3: Characteristics of a Warrior
Overview: Students will further learn about how the Supreme Court‟s ruling on “separate but
equal” affected the integration of Central High School in Little Rock, Arkansas, and the strength
of the Little Rock Nine.
Grade level: Grades 6-8
Subject(s): Social Studies; Literacy: Reading Language Arts; English Language Arts
Goal: To understand the impact of Jim Crow laws on the U.S. school system.
Time Required: 45 minutes
Materials/Resources
*Warriors Don‟t Cry novel (Beals, Melba P.)
*Character Web graphic organizer
Standards addressed (Common Core & ILS)
RH.6-8.2 – Determine the central ideas or information of a primary or secondary source; provide
an accurate summary of the source distinct from prior knowledge or opinions.
RL.8.3 – Analyze how particular lines of dialogue or incidents in a story or drama propel thethe
action, reveal aspects of a character, or provoke a decision.
14.A.3 – Describe how responsibilities are shared and limited by the U.S. Constitution and
significant court decisions.
16.D.2c – Describe the influence of key individuals and groups in the historical eras of the U.S.
Essential Question(s)
What characteristics made people “warriors” during the civil rights movement?
Preparation
Background information: The memoir Warriors Don‟t Cry was written by Melba Pattillo Beals,
one of the Little Rock Nine. It gives specific details about the happenings of the desegregation
of Central High School, and what the students had to endure.
-Copies of the character web
-Copies of Warriors Don‟t Cry novel
Procedure
1.) Distribute Warriors Don‟t Cry memoir and character webs to students.
2.) Show students how to complete the character web. (5 minutes)
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3.) Students will read chapters 1-2 of the novel. (35 minutes)
Assessment/Homework
Read chapters 3-5 and complete a character web for one of the “warriors” introduced in the
book.
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Name _______________________________________

Date ________________________

Room ___________

Character Web
What others think about the character:

Character traits
__________________________________

_______________________________________

__________________________________

_______________________________________

__________________________________
__________________________________

_______________________________________

Character‟s Name

_______________________________________
_______________________________________

Types of conflict

How I feel about the character:

__________________________________

_______________________________________

__________________________________

_______________________________________

__________________________________

_______________________________________

__________________________________

_______________________________________

Short answer: Based on what you‟ve read so far, what makes him/her a warrior? Answer on back or on a separate sheet.

Merrick M. Murray 22

